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How To Reflect  
God’s Will in Our Daily Life  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 

Once each year a holiday slips into our schedule that is amazing. There is just one 
American Holiday that exactly mirrors one of God’s most clearly expressed desires as His will 
for each of us in our lives. The Holiday is of course Thanksgiving. The will of God is so clearly 
stated in 1 Thessalonians 5. 
 

Reflecting God’s Will is a Choice 
Why not turn with me to I Thessalonians 5 and there we will see God’s will for us. God 

has revealed His will, and if He wants us to do something, He gives us the grace to accomplish 
it, right? I Thessalonians 5:16-18. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NKJV) Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

We could almost summarize a believer’s life, by these same three amazing elements, 
which are imperatives or commands in Paul’s letter from God to the Thessalonians: 

We can go through life: rejoicing, praying, and thanking. 
Those three choices, habits, characteristics: whatever you want to call them, those three 

sound like a great way to live life. They are what reflect God’s supremacy in our life. And God 
commands us to allow Him to bring about those same elements in our lives. Listen to them 
again: 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NKJV) Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

God’s will for us is vital. 
God has stated that will clearly. 
Now comes the hard part: how do we actually do this? So many things we hear are nice 

ideas, but they never happen. So how can we engage more in God’s will for us this 
Thanksgiving?  

A great place to start is in the praise and thanks section of our Bibles, the Psalms. 
As we open to Psalm 71, David declares that he is going to speak out about the goodness 

of God to the end.  
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DAVID MAKES GODLY CHOICES 
David has learned to never stop talking about the goodness of God. Please stand with me 

and listen to God speaking through David. 
Psalm 71:6, 8, 15, 17-18 (NKJV) v. 6 By You I have been upheld from birth;  You are He who took me 
out of my mother’s womb.  My praise shall be continually of You.       v. 8 Let my mouth be filled with 
Your praise and with Your glory all the day          v. 15 My mouth shall tell of Your righteousness and 
Your salvation all the day, For I do not know their limits.         v. 17-18 O God, You have taught me 
from my youth; And to this day I declare Your wondrous works. 18 Now also when I am old and gray 
headed, O God, do not forsake me, Until I declare Your strength to this generation, Your power to 
everyone who is to come.  

Pray 

If we could summarize what David was doing in Psalm 71 it would be something like:  
I’m going to be thankful about everything and pray about everything. 

 

David’s Choices Shaped His Life 
Psalm 71:6, 8, 15, 17-18 (NKJV)  

v. 6  By You I have been upheld from birth;   

You are He who took me out of my mother’s womb.  

My praise shall be continually of You.  

v. 8  Let my mouth be filled with Your praise and with Your glory all the day  

v. 15  My mouth shall tell of Your righteousness and  

Your salvation all the day, For I do not know their limits.  

v. 17  O God, You have taught me from my youth; and to this day  

I declare Your wondrous works.  

v. 18  Now also when I am old and gray headed, O God, do not forsake me,  

Until I declare Your strength to this generation,  

Your power to everyone who is to come.  

 

Choices We Can Make That Shape Our Life 
To profit most from this lesson, I encourage you to personalize David’s list by beginning 

each resolve saying, “Lord, by Your grace I will …”—and then say the choice you’re 
making to serve Him:  

“Lord, by Your grace I will …”— 

1. Flee to You for hope as my troubles threaten to drown me. Psalm 71:1 In thee, O 
LORD, do I put my trust: let me never be put to confusion.  

2. Cry out to You for help before I give in to temptations. Psalm 71:2 Deliver me in 
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Your righteousness, and cause me to escape; Incline Your ear to me, and save me. 
3. Trust Your Word over my fears before I get paralyzed by them. Psalm 71:3 Be my 

strong refuge, To which I may resort continually; You have given the commandment to 
save me, For You are my rock and my fortress. 

4. Seek You about my hurts before I get bitter. Psalm 71:4 Deliver me, O my God, out 
of the hand of the wicked, Out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man. 

5. Keep reminding myself of Your faithfulness for all of my life. Psalm 71:5 For You are 
my hope, O Lord God; You are my trust from my youth. 

6. Seek Your plan for my life each day. Psalm 71:6 By You I have been upheld from 
birth; You are He who took me out of my mother’s womb. My praise shall be continually 
of You. 

7. Use my mouth so often for praise that there’s no room left to complain. Psalm 71:8 
Let my mouth be filled with Your praise And with Your glory all the day. 

 

# 43: Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father! 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not: 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy Great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow— 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

 

Refrain— 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Great is Thy faithfulness, 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! Amen. 

    —Thomas Obadiah Chisholm (1886-1960) 


