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C a l v a r y  W o r s h i p  M i n i s t r i e s  

M I N I S T R Y  D E S C R I P T I O N  
 

Position: Praise Team and Praise Band Member 
 

 

MISSION 

To lead the congregation in worship vocally and/or instrumentally. 
 

TIME COMMITMENT 

1. Vocalists 

1.1. One year commitment (September – August) 

1.2. Rotational basis. This typically works out to be one Sunday AM and one Sunday PM per month. 
On occasion, singers may be asked to sing more or less based on the monthly worship 
schedule and on other singer’s availability.  

1.3. In most cases, PT members will be scheduled for an entire Sunday, but that is subject to need 
and availability.  

1.4. Rehearsals:  

1.4.1. September – May rehearsals are held on Wednesday nights from 8:05 – 9:15 PM 

1.4.2. June – August TBD by the Worship Leader and Worship Director w/input from PT and PB 
members on a year to year basis (typically Saturday AM). 

1.4.3. Sunday call times are 7:50AM (morning service) and 4:45PM (evening service). These 
times are subject to minor changes depending on the needs for a particular service. We 
need you ready to sing at these times. You need to determine how much earlier than that 
you personally need to arrive in order to be prepared to start on time. 

1.5. Music Preparation. PT members are expected to review their music prior to rehearsal and to 
be prepared to sing their parts from memory on Sundays. Music will be available for download 
from Planning Center Online at least one week prior to your scheduled service. A PCO-
connected computer and printer is available at the church for printing out music packets. 

1.6. Workshops and Training. Special workshops and training sessions may be held up to two times 
during the year. Advance notice of at least one month will be provided for these workshops.  

1.7. Consistent personal prayer time and study of God’s Word.   
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2. Instrumentalists 

2.1. One year commitment (September – August) 

2.2. Rotational basis. 

2.3. Rehearsals:  

2.3.1. September – May rehearsals are held on Wednesday nights from 8:05 – 9:15 PM 

2.3.2. June – August TBD by the Worship Leader and Worship Director w/input from PT and 
band members on a year to year basis (typically Saturday AM). 

2.3.3. Sunday call times are 7:50AM (morning service) and 4:45PM (evening service). These 
times are subject to minor changes depending on the needs for a particular service.  We 
need you ready to play at these times. You need to determine how much earlier than that 
you personally need to arrive in order to be prepared to start on time. 

2.4. Music Preparation. Band members are expected to review their music prior to rehearsal. Music 
will be available for download from Planning Center Online at least one week prior to your 
scheduled service. A PCO-connected computer and printer is available at the church for 
printing out music packets. 

2.5. Workshops and Training. Special workshops and training sessions may be held up to two times 
during the year. Advance notice of at least one month will be provided for these workshops.  

2.6. Consistent personal prayer time and study of God’s Word. 

Expectations 

The Praise Team and Praise Band are the primary worship leaders during the music portion of the 
worship services at Calvary. We have the very important role of helping to facilitate the worship of 
those in the congregation through music. We do this through our singing and/or playing, our facial 
expression and our posture and our dress.  

1. Singing/Playing 

1.1. Psalm 66:2 commands us to “make His praise glorious”. While perfection is certainly not our 
goal, we do want to honor God with our offering of music. John Piper puts it well in this quote: 
“We will try to sing and play and pray and preach in such a way that people's attention will 
not be diverted from the substance by shoddy ministry nor by excessive finesse, elegance, or 
refinement. Natural, un-distracting excellence will let the truth and beauty of God shine 
through. We will invest in equipment good enough to be un-distracting in transmitting 
heartfelt truth.”               Un-distracting excellence should be our goal. 

1.1.1. Promptness. Because of our limited rehearsal time on Wednesday nights and before our 
Sunday services, it is imperative that PT and PB members be on time to rehearsals. 
Instrumentalists should be set up and ready for a sound check by their call time. 
Vocalists should arrive at least 5 minutes early and be ready to sing at their call time.  

1.1.2. Block out dates on PCO. Praise Team and Praise Band members should list block-out 
dates in PCO at least one month in advance wherever possible. For example, if you are 
unavailable for a Sunday in October, those dates should be entered into PCO by early 
September. Scheduling is usually done by the third week of the previous month.   
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1.2. Facial Expression and posture 

1.2.1. It’s been said that the congregation mirrors what they see on the platform. If they see PT 
and PB members that are stiff, uninvolved, bored or distracted, they’ll tend to be that way 
themselves. As we lead, we need to be fully engaged in worshiping the Lord. Our faces 
should reflect the love and joy we have for our Savior.  

1.2.1.1. Appropriate eye contact. When singing to the congregation or singing about the 
Lord (Savior, He can move the mountains”), look at them. When singing to the Lord 
(“from everlasting to everlasting, You are God”), look above their heads. 

1.2.1.2. Let the message of the song dictate your facial expression. We don’t want to sing 
or play with a huge smile on our face when were singing about Christ’s cruel 
crucifixion or our deep sorrow over sin.  

1.2.1.3. Closing your eyes. This should be kept to a minimum. We cannot communicate 
with the congregation if our eyes are closed. When we do that, we run the very real 
risk of communicating to the congregation that our focus is on our own personal 
worship rather than on leading the congregation in worship. 

1.2.1.4. Raising your hands. We need to be led by God’s Spirit as we consider physical 
expression. Bob Kauflin, a worship leader in Gaithersburg, MD and a former member 
of the group Glad, put it very well: “Our focus should be exalting God in a way that 
magnifies both His infinite holiness and His unfathomable grace which has brought 
us near to Him through Jesus Christ. Our culture, personality, or background 
doesn’t ultimately determine what that looks like – God does. May our churches be 
filled with the kind of truth and expression that most clearly communicates to 
others the value of the One we worship.” 

1.3. Dress. 

1.3.1. Our focus should always be on giving praise and glory to God and God alone. If we’re 
doing something or wearing something that puts the focus on us or distracts others from 
worshiping, it is inappropriate. Clothing that is too revealing or excessively wrinkled, 
ripped, tattered or torn distracts from our ability to effectively lead in worship. Here are a 
few guidelines: 

1.3.1.1. Business casual is the standard.  Nice jeans are allowed on Sunday evenings.  
Shorts are not permitted. 

1.3.1.2. Women should consider the fact that the congregation sits below you and the 
choir stands behind you when choosing skirts and pants. Necklines also should be 
modest. 

 


